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with Feroz Shah, it seems that the Velamas shifted their loyalty to the Rayas in the battfe
at Panagal, which resulted in the defeat of the Muslims Madanidu (1421-30). brother of
Anapota. succeeded him to the kingdom and seems to have followed the tame policy at
that of Anapota !l towards the Rayas and the Bahmanis, He supported the Rayas in af! their
battles against the Bahmanis. He was a great scholar and wrote RAghavlyim. a commentary
on the R&mdyaqa, in 1427, His wife Nagambika had a tank constructed in her name at
Nagasamudram at Rachakonda in 1429. Muslim accounts indicate that the authority of tht
Veiamas was frequently disturbed by the Bahmanis
During this period Ungamanidu and Vedagiri. the Voiama rulers, had to fight the Redd*
of Kondavldu. Machareddl, brother of Pedakomati Vemareddi. was kiitod by Vodogiri. who, In
turn, was killed by Pedakomati Vema. It is this rivalry between the Voiama and Roddi powers
that weakened both the kingdoms, resulting ultimately in thoir gradual disappearance In thi
end, the Veiamas had to seek the protection of Kapiieswara Gajapati. the ruler of Kaiinga, to
withstand pressure from the Bahmanis. However, after the death of Knpiioswara in 1470, the
Bahmanis struck the last blow against the Veiamas and occupied thoir territories
Reddi Rulers
The Reddis came to power during the period of the struggle tor liberation carried on by
the Hindus against Muslim rule, They Joined hands with the Musunuri chiefs and succeeded
in liberating the Andhra country from the occupation of the Muslims Pantarashtra. comprising
the southern part of the present Neilore district, was their original home and hence they were
called Panta kapus or Panta reddls, Vemareddi, the earliest-known ruler of the Reddi kingdom,
belongs to Desatl family. Though details of the origin and the earliest achievements of the
Reddis are not known, their titles like 'Appaya goppaya ditappatta', 'Dandenagova', 'Pandyt
gaja keaari', 'Aneya Mandaiikara ganda' etc., which are customary and dynatUc, giva soope
to trace their earlier stages of power. Their signature 'Tnnetra PaJiava' on the* inscripttons
gives scope to assume that they were once the feudatories of the l*f*r PaJievas They wen
in the service of the Telugu Chodas of Neilore and the Kakattyas of WarangaJ and gradual
established their power in the southeast coast of Andhra, after the fan of the Kakattya empire.
Their capita! was at Addanki on the bank of the QuncHakamma (Prakasam district). Vemareddi
(1325*53) established an independent Reddi kingdom with tha loyal support of his warrior
brothers - Maiiareddi, Annareddi and Machareddl, Mallaraddi annexad tha MotupaW ant 10
the kingdom, and conquered a number of powerful enemies like AKa-ud-din Hasangangu, who
founded the Bahmani kingdom. Anna Raddl occupied the areas around Trtpurantakam and
SrisaBam, Thus, within a ihort period, Raddt kingdom extended riser? from AhoWlam to thf &9
of Bengal and from NaBore to rtvtr Krishna. But, In due course, tha authority of thi Radcfc *t
checked by the Rayas of Vljayanagar in tha Nefora area and the resulting hostility oxillnuti
for a century. To rule tha conquered areas effectively, Vamaraddi oonitwctad aightyfour Ipfll
at places tike Dharanikota, ChandavcHu, Vlnukooda, Kondavldu and BaUamkooda and lent
them under able subordinate, Maoharaddl and MaHarackN, hit akter and younflaf brtHhart,